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“Westport by the Sea” - Making a Big Splash!

Atoceanresortswherethewaterwasshallowy,
modestwomenundressedinlitlehouseson
wheelswhichwerethendrawnoutintodeep
waterbyhorsesandhauledbacktoshore
whenthebathingwasfinished.

Summer ison its way and about to

make abig splash atthe Westport
Historical Society with the opening
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of its new exhibition: \Westportby
the Sea. Theshowopensoncue
onMemorial Day, Monday, May
31 -rightafter Westport's annual
paradeand programon Veterans
Green.

Westportby the Seahighlights
the town's seaside treasures -
Longshore Country Club, Compo
Beach, Old Mill Beachand
Compo Cove, Sherwood Island
State Park, Burying Hill Park and
Beachside Avenue.

Photographs and Paintings
Curated by town historian, Allen
Raymond, the exhibit features the
history of each exquisite site,
complemented by old
photographs fromthe WHS
archives. Paintings, including one
of Allen's ClamHouse by Hardie
Gramatky, are on loan fromthe
Westport Schools Permanent Art
Collection. Additional artworks by local
artists Al Willmott, Howard Munce,
Robert Lambdin, Ward Brackettand
more will be onview.

ANNUAL HIDDEN
GARDENTOUR
TheBestEverl
~Page3~

Theexpanded
GARDENMARKET
~ Page 7~

TICKET
INFORMATION
~ Page8~

Sincehisarrival in Westportin 1973,
famed photographer Larry Silver has
documented Westport's changing beach
scene. Selections from his vast black and
white collection will be a part of this
exhibit. Additionally, Peter Barlow's
study of Bell Light#24 off Cockenoe
Island and aselection of Andrea
Maritzer Fine's seasonal beach scenes
wiill be included.

Beachwear, Findings from
Under the Sand, and Sea Sounds
Aseaside exhibitmustincludea
selection of beachwear, and Westportby
the Seawiill feature swimming costumes
and summer clothing from the Society’s
Betty Sheffer Costume Collection, as
well asmemorabiliafromthe
Adirondack-style log chalets originally
builtat Longshore by Col. Patrick
Powersin1930.

Appealing especially to childrenwill
be the exhibit of lost items discovered
sweeping the beachwithametal
detector. Visitorswho close theireyes
will think they might be at the shore as

—continuedonPage2
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“Westport By The Sea”
—continued

they hear those sounds heard so often
down by the water - a special work of
WHS member Martin West, pro-
ducer of the documentary A Gathering
ofGlory!

AFamily Event

""Serving lemonade and cookies
following the Town's Memorial Day
Parade has been a Society tradition
since 1987, but this year we plan to
extend thisweekend's fun into the
summer months," said Denise Torv,
WHS Executive Director. ""Family
eventssuchasan ice creamsocial, with
hotdogs and popcorn, or abeach
party- maybe evena Barbershop
Quartetto welcome visitorsto the
exhibitare some of the treats we have
instore."

Stay tuned —
It’sSummerin

Westport!

Message from the President

The
Executive
Committeeis
delighted to
announcethe
selectionof
Denise Torvas our new Executive
Director. Denise hasan MA in history
and 20 years experience in printand
radio journalism and community
relations for non-profit cultural and
educational institutions. She has

AWarmWecometoDenise Torv

extensive experience working with
non-profitsand volunteers, serving as
Executive Director of First Night
since 2001. Denise worked for many
yearswith national museumsin
Sydney, Australia, creating museums
within historic buildings. Denise's
talentsand enthusiasm are anatural
fitfor our program needs, and we are
most pleased to welcome herto the
Westport Historical Society.
—JoniAndrews

Message from the Executive Director

Whenyou think of the Westport Historical Society,

thinktreasures.

Whenyou hear the words “historical
society” whatcomesto mind? An
old building? Old artifacts in dusty
exhibition areas? History that never
seemsto venture beyond the last two
centuries? Ifyou’ve visited the VWest-
port Historical Society lately, you’ll
know that we are none of the above —
except for the old building, one of our
town’smostsignificant landmarks.
When you think of the \WWestport
Historical Society, think treasures.
Because that iswhat we have right in
the heart of downtown Westport. The
WHS is the guardian of thousands of
items that were held in the hands or
worn on the bodies of, or worked
with or played with by men, women
and children over the past 200 years.
These treasures speak to the way
people lived, worked, leamed and
enjoyedthemselves. Theyarea
touchstone to the heritage of the area

wecall
Right
now, the
Victorian
Dining
Room s in the process of coming to
life to complement the Victorian
Parlor, the Victorian Kitchen and the
Victorian Bedroom. Stop by, take in
the scene and visitthe Society’s
Remarkable Book and Gift
Shop. . .and bringhome atreasure of
yourown.
Keepyoureyes open for\Westport
by the Sea, our Summer Exhibition
thatwill certainly enhance the season
inWestportthisyear. Don’tmissit
and don’t miss our many other
activitiesand programs. Thereare
new surprises for you at your
Westport Historical Society.
—DeniseTorv

The Westport Historical Society
would like to thank the following sponsors of the
2004 Annual Hidden Garden Tour: People’s Wealth
Management & Trustand 1zzo & Sons Country Gardens.

25 Avery Place = \Westport, CT 06880 « (203) 222-1424
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WHS Presents the Annual Hidden Garden Tour and Garden Market
by Linda Adelman and Sarah Shaw

ﬂewwersofﬁvespedmﬂargardemvmllgmaslyopen
their propertiestothe publicasthe WHShostsits 13th
AnnualHiddenGardenTour.

On Sunday, June 6, thisyear'sinviting
gardens, cloisteredaway fromthebeaten
path, will offer gardenersnewideasand
inspiration,and casual observerswill
havearelaxing day enjoying the beauty
ofthese impressive properties.

Exquisite Tapestry
Thefirstgarden, Exquisite Tapestry,
offersarare opportunity to visit the
park-like grounds of a beautiful
rambling Connecticuthome where
the artist/owner has expressed her
creativity for over40years. Mature
flowering shrubs frame avignette of
an outstanding collection of specimen
conifers, whose texture and color
provide winter interestand perfectly
juxtapose the serenity of apond
surrounded by sweeping lawns. Over
adozen cultivars of Japanese maple
trees are scattered throughout the
property. Abundant perennialsadd
colorful interest to the pool area, and a
small knotgarden establishes intimacy
atthe frontentryway.

Flourishing Fantasies

Atiny parcel of land could not limit
the vision and imagination of the
individual who created thisgarden,
which hasbeen featured in Home

Magazine. Roses
selected for colorand
fragrance, flowerbeds
lined withantique
bricks, garden
£-.  omaments,

= overflowingwindow
=" boxesand containers,
. andomamental
&, floweringtreesradiate
charmwhereveryou

topiaries, perennials,
andaraised bed of
herbs spill beyond
boundaries, and with the collaborative
enthusiasm of the neighbor nextdoor,
two small plots of land have become an
intimate oasis of fantasy and beauty.

Shoreline Sublime

Asoftly curving driveway, undera
canopy of exquisitely pruned mature
trees, reflects the stately beauty and
serenity of this distinguished estate. An
entry garden brimming with roses,
alliums, perennials, and shrubs invites
attentive strolling. Evergreens provide
the background for aquiet shade
garden of ginger, hostas and fems
bordering astone path that leadstoa
pool. Dramatic over-scaled pots of
uniquely planted flowers frame the
most breathtaking expansive views of
Long Island Sound.

Yesterday Revealed

Next, you'll see a 130-year-old Victor-
ian home, with three authentic barns
gracing a portion of what was once the
site of extensive farmland. Several
themed gardens add to the historic
ambiance through the use of heirloom
peonies, old-fashioned hydrangeas,
lilacs, forsythia, lamb'sear and fems.
Roses cascade in profusionalonga
fence surrounding the pool, and a

www.westporthistory.org

look. Boxwood hedges,

gazebois bathed inwisteriaand
blackberries. Daffodils, iris, Montauk
daisies, climbing hydrangea, abeautiful
crabapple tree and ormamental grasses
provide color throughout the season.
Afenced vegetable gardenelicits
thoughts of daysgone by.

Boundess Beauty

Atour lastgarden, evergreensand
mature rhododendrons offer glimpses
ofaclassic colonial home, creatinga
sense of mystery and desire to know
what lies beyond. Both owners ofthis
historic property have expressed their
passion indifferent natures. One
tends ameandering garden abundant-
ly planted with shade loving peren-
nials that leads to a sunny opening,
revealingapool. The other'sinterest
lieswithinameticulous vegetable
garden, tucked behind beautiful stone
walls, offering a bountiful harvest of
tomatoes, fresh herbs, squashand
other vegetables. Theviewfroma
uniquely stepped patio leads beyond
fruittrees, beyond the pool, barnand
vegetable gardentoarefreshing vista
of openfields of grasses.

For Ticket Information, see Page 8.

The Garden Market

Ontheday ofthetour, thegrounds of
WHSand VeteransGreenwillbe
transformedintoaGardenMarket
wherevendorsandcratfispeoplewill
offerhomeandgardenitemsforsale.
Inaddition, manylocal businesses
havegenerouslydonatedimpressive
itemsforthe Garden Raffle. Refresh-
mentswill beserved,andboxlunches
will beavailableatthe Garden Cafe.

See Page 7 for details.
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Youth Will Be Served by banwoog

NEW MEMBERS

Ifthe WHS needsanewslogan, try this— January 2004
“It’'snotyour father’sWestport Historical Society.” SE I
Randy Henkels

Manyofthe Snuglisandstrollersseenon the Family Treewith Miggs Burroughs. Catherine Ryan

Main Streetare makingtheirway to Avery “It’s important we all connect with our David B.Press

Place.No, infantsandtoddlersaren’t roots, no matter whatour age,”” she says.

enrollingasWWHSmembers.Buttheirparents | ““I’d like to see even younger people get February 2004

are—andtheyouthful infusionblendswell involved.” JonBoer

withthemenandwomenwhohaveserved RebeccaHowe

theorganizationforsolong. House Renovations for Mrs. Richard Freeman
Our Younger Neighbors Rose DiMartino

Jennings Trail Hilary Stevens chaired the Holiday Eleanor Dann

Pam Troy-Kopack’sstory istypical. As House Tour, serves onthe executive Sally Kranz

president of the Westport Young committee and created the Old House GeraldHeld

Women’s League, sheworked onour School lectures. “A lot of people intheir Jacqueline Gordon

Jennings Trail project. Whenherown 30s have just boughthouses here, and are Gloria Moldow

third-grade children took the tour, she fixingthemup,” shesays. “The Old

saw their excitement at learning about House School brought themiin. March 2004

Westport history, and “teaching” itto Hopefully as we do more for them, MarkYurkin&\Wendy \/anWie

their parents. they’lldomoreforus.” Cheryl Moore

“Jennings Trail isaneat introduction MarWilliam Jennings

to Westport for kids, and the Historical Innovative High School M i Zellers

Society isagreatway for “transplants’ Junior Board Members AmyAtamian

like me to learn about the town too,” One of our youngest members is Erin

the 13-year Westporter says. She now Bliss. Asthe daughter of a past president, April 2004

heads up the Jennings Trail program,and | Cheryl Bliss, she helped withthe Elsine 2

workswith “alot of wonderful people archivesand costume department. That

ofallages.” sparked a passion that brought her to the mg
board, representing Staples High School.

Family ““apples-and-trees” She isalso co-chairman of costumes and mfor'{/emsmphem

Local artist Katherine Ross’s connection
with the Society beganwhen she
painted the apples and leaves mural for

textiles, and has created programs for
younger children.

Erin points out the benefits of
introducing young peopletothe

Mr. & Mrs. Barry Blake

WHS: “They gethands-on

Don’tmissouton |- ey nerjence, and the Society gets
Smﬂ_{gﬁ anew pointofview.”
OpWHpO' tLS'_' from That’strue of the new
EagleScoutsto generation of Westporterswho
Brownieswe’ll | arediscoveringthe Historical
helptailoraprogram Society, of course. But Erinis
ohelpeamcredits | already looking beyondthem, to
towardScoutbedges- | the nextgeneration of members.
andhavealot
offunalongtheway!
Call222-1424
Mamee . information. | DanWoogiswritingahistory of
StaplesHigh School. Itwillbe
Illustrationby HowardMunce publishednextyear.

Special thankstothe Sloatfamilywho openedtheir
historichome (the Schlaet Estate) tothe publicand
raised$500 toward the WWHS Youth Education
Fund.Seenaboveare Sloatfamilyvolunteers (I-r):
Chloe, Sea, SolomonandMicah.

25 Avery Place » Westport, CT 06880 « (203) 222-1424



KIDSAND FAMILY FUN AT WHS
SL_C Preserving the Town Hall Heritage Tree Collection

Leftphotol-r: ErinBliss (Key Clubvolunteer), Lindsay Landan,
Holly Landan, Austin Quinnand Alex\VVomie.

‘Minds in Motion’ at BMS

At““MindsinMation™” programsinMarch,secondandthirdgraders
leamedhowsettlersmade useofour natural resouces. Onthecoversof
thebookstheytookhome, childrencreatedseashell collages reminiscent
oftheshell collageinthe \Wheeler House paror. Hunter Mason ()
andSageMurray () enjoychoasingtheironwnshells.

Pam Troy-Kopack

We are very fortunate indeed to
have Pam Troy-Kopack head up
thisyear’sMay Jennings Trail
program in which over 400 third
graders participate. For moreon
Pam, see columnone of ““Youth
Will Be Served” onPage 4.

Traditionally, middleschoolersinour Service Leaming Clubhave
decoratedthe* ‘Heritage Tree”” atWestport TonnHall. TheHeritage Treeis
adomedwithone-of-a-kindomamentsmadebyWestportartistseach of
whichconveyssomeaspectofourhistoryorourculture.

Thisyear'sSLCmembershavegoneonestepfurther. Theyarerepairing,
photographingand catalogingtheoriginal omaments -afirst!

WANTED: SERVICE LEARNING CLUBLEADER

SL.C middle schoolers meet once aweek at WHS from 3:00to
5:00 pm. onaweekday afternoon. Club activities can be
anything related to the cultural and natural history of Westport,
studentadvice on programs younger childrenwould enjoy, or
special requests from Andrea Maritzer Fine, Denise Torv or archi-
vists. The studentsare eager to learn and to serve. Pease call 222-
1424 if you are willing to commit to this rewarding experience.

Designing Architectural Facades

Thirdgrade Brownies (Troop#539-Coleytown El) eamtheir
Avrchitecturebadgesat WWHS. Aboveltor: Elizabeth Friel, Syndney
Schmerzler, BridgetJohnson, ClaireCarroll, BarbaraFoster, Gabriella
Rizak, TessaZimmermanand MichaelaMacDonald. Backgroundupper
left: scoutleader Heather Friel.

MISSIONSTATEMENT
TheWestportHistorical Society isaneducational
organizationdedicatedtopreserving, presentingand
celebratingthehistory of\Westport, CT.
ltiscommittedtoincreasingawarenessoftheimportance
ofpreservingourtown’sheritageanditshistoric
buildingsandlandmarks.

www.westporthistory.org
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L_ongshore Club Park— One of Westport’s VWWonders by Woody Klein

It Took ‘Daringand Courage’ to Purchase Private Property for the Public Good

“SUMMERAT LONGSHORE,””Westport, CT froman
originalwatercolor by Kassie Foss. Courtesyofthe Onion
Hill Press, L.L.C.

T he dateline, WESTPORT, Conn—
has been seen in national newspapers
for decades—we are, after all, ahub of
culture, the arts, and ashowcase for
quality suburban living—butnonewas
quite as dramatic as the headline onthe
top of the front page of The New York
TimesonJuly 25, 1960, which read:
WESTPORT’SRESIDENTSOWN
LUXURIOUSCOUNTRY CLUB.
The story began: “Imagine a luxurious
country club overlooking Long Island
Sound with dues of $10ayear fora
family. Well, thiscommunity [VWestport]
hasone.”

Itwas After the War and the
Townwas Growing

The story behind this remarkable story
began during the administration of First
Selectman Herb Baldwin, whowas first
elected in 1957 and served four two-
year termsthereafter. “ltwasavery
exciting time because itwas after the
war and the town was growing like
crazy,” recalls Allen Raymond, a
member of Baldwin’s ““Kitchen
Cabinet”” and now Town Historian.

“Themost
exciting thing
during Baldwin’s
reignwaswhen
we learned the
Longhsore Club
Park might be for
e

Negotiations
with the owner
took four-and a-
halfmonths. The
Toan,
represented by
JulianBrodie,
agreedtoa
remarkably low
price of
$1,925,000 for
the purchase price of the 191-acre
facility. Subsequently, the
Representative Town Meeting, ina
34-0vote on February 14, 1960, and
some 700 spectatorsgavetheRTMa
hearty ovation for the unprecedented
acquisition. Itwas so unusual, in fact,
that there were kudos fromall
quarters. One of the least likely—and
most flattering—comments cameon
September 10, 1960, fromthe trade
magazine, Editor &Publisher,which
closely followed the newspaper
industry across America. “Ittook
daringand courage. . . . Ittook
leadership and confident fellowship.
Ittook understanding of trends,
conditionsand needs. Ittook a
quality of thinking that is satisfied
only by follow-up inaction. Westport
is proving thatthe town and its
citizens have these qualities.”

AFirstofaKind

Today’sLiving Magazinewasequally
enthusiastic. A huge headline
proclaimed: ““A Suburban Town Buys
aCountry Club.” Its story began:

“For alittle community deep inthe
heart of Exurbia, \Westport, Connecti-
cut, has justdone an amazing thing,
never before attempted in Fairfield
County. For that matter, it’s probably
never before been attempted insucha
lavish scale anyplace in the country.
“Atacostof almost $2 million, the
21,000-pop. Town has bought one of
the plushest country clubs inthe East.
Andwe mean plush. Besidesan 18-hole
golf course, there are tennis courts,
beach, swimming pool, cabanas,ample
boating facilities and luxurious dining,
living and social accommodations.”

Other Towns Seek Advice

Two years later, inthe June 1962 issue
of Suburbia Today, Brodiewrote: “VWhen
we started this venture, we got in touch
with the National Recreation
Association to get the figures, policies,
and other data of towns that had
attempted to buy and transforma
private club. We were told the
Association’s recordsshowed no
precedent for such an undertaking. In
fact, we were urged to tell the
Association all about the ideaand to let
itknow howwe came out, as
undoubtedly other towns would want
toknowv. Itturns outthe Association
wasright, Townsall over thearea—and
asfarwestas Utah—have been pressing
for information and advice. Our advice
isalwaysthe same: do itby all means—
if you have the strength!”

Woody Klein,aWHSdirector-at-large, is
authorof* Westport, Connecticut, The Story
ofaNewEngland Town’sRiseto Promin-
ence’”sponsoredbythe Historical Society.

Look for more memorabiliaon
Longshore at our summer exhibit
Westport By the Sea.

25 Avery Place » Westport, CT 06880 « (203) 222-1424



Mollie Donovan Receives Honors

by Wally\Woods

Mollie Donovan (left)and Westport’sFirst
Selectwoman Diane GossFarrell (right).

Mollie Donovanis a\Westport
whirlwind, simultaneously working
onagreat number of artistic projects
around Town. Butwe atthe Westport
Historical Society are the luckiestto
have had her dedication here over
many years of our growth and devel-
opment. She was part of the original
team that enabled the Society to

The Garden Market by

Linda Adelman and Sarah Shaw

Thisyears Garden Marketon
Sunday, June 6 will be our most
spectacular ever, with new vendors
and awider variety of items for the
home and garden devotee.

The marketwiill feature garden
omaments from RF Steelworks; a
fabulousrange of glassand pottery
from Simon Pearce; herbal oils, seas-
onings, jamsand mustards from
Buttersweet Herb Farm; creative
fumiture from Marvin Gardens &
Steel Statements, and unique acces-
sories for the home and garden from
Millie Rae. Forthose who enjoy
bringing a little of the outside inside
the home there will be arange of
container gardensfrom Twombly
Nursery, botanical embroidered linens
from the Boxwood Design Studio

acquire Wheeler House back in 1981,
and has beenavery active volunteer
eversince. Duringthe lastfew years,
she has been curator of numerous
outstanding exhibits, and most recently
she has been Chairwwoman of the WHS
Programs and Exhibits Committee.
On April 7,2004, Molliewas
honored asthe WHS Volunteer of the
Year during the National \Volunteer
Week 2004 Recognition Reception at
the Dolce Conference Center in
Norwalk, sponsored by the \VVoluntary
Action Center of Mid-Fairfield
County. Seventy-two volunteersfrom
asmany separate organizationswere so
honored, all receiving certificates from
the mayor or first selectman of their
respective home towns of Norwalk,
Wilton, \Westonand \Westport.
Congressman Chris Shaysaddressed
the guests, praising them for their
selflessnessand dedication.

and beautiful lavender sachetsby
Cynthia Alexander.

For unique accessories either for
yourself orto give asagift, Nikki
Bates will be presenting her jewelry
made from semi-precious stones. Or, if
freshwater pearls are your thing, be
sureto visit Lady Ming. Tocomplete
the line-up of unique and interesting
jewelry, Lynne Ostilly will be
participating with her jewelry
collectionaswell asarange of African
baskets. From basketsto bagsyoucan
findtravel accessoriesavailable from

wwww.westporthistory.org

v

IN THE LITTLE GALLERY

Enid Munroe, author of An Artist
inthe Garden, gardenwriterand
longtime artist, will present her
Textile Seriesinthe Little Gallery
at\Wheeler House starting
Memorial Day, Monday, May 31
following the town parade and
programat \Veterans Green.

In this series, the subject matter
iscloth invarious arrangements of
colors, forms, shapesand pattems.
“I love the contrast of trompe
I’oeil technique and the abstract
quality of the subject matter,” said
theartist. “Renaissance paintings
areall about beauty, motionand
color of clothes, and architectural
details were often the substance of
the paintings. Artists’ fascination
with fabrics continued into the
twentieth century and ended with
John Singer Sargent’s beautiful
portraits—think of the Wyndham
Sisters painted in 1899 whichisall
aboutwhite, gossamer satinsand
tulles and the architectural details
ofafashionable London drawing
Munroe has focused onthe
fabricsand made themthe
singular subject of her paintings.

Don’tmiss Textile Series—an
exhibit with a different twist.

Catch All, and tote bags, personal
accessories and unusual floor mats by
AmyZ

For the little ones in your life there
are handmade accessories from Kiss That
Frog, adelightful range of fabric mobiles
and animals from Shad' Lei and stunning
baby blankets from Charlie & Grace.
Greeting cards will be available from
Lizzy Cardsand Tickedyboo Cardsand
Giftstoaccompany your purchases.



Garden Tour

Information

Hidden
Ticket

Annual

SUNDAY,JUNEG6TH
10:00am to 5:00 pm

TICKETSFORTHETOURAND THE
BOXLUNCHAREAVAILABLENOW.

Please email gardentour@wvestporthistory.org, call
203-222-1424, or visitwwwwv.westporthistory.org
for more information and to printaticket form.

Members: $22
Non-members: $30
Day of tour: $35

\Xestport Historical Society

KEEPING WESTPORT'S HISTORY ALIVE

25AveryPlace
Westport, CT 06880
(203)222-1424
VWWWw.wvestporthistory.org

whs

- THEREMARKABLE
f \BOOKANDGIFFSHOP
lﬁ;}“ = TheWestport Historical
b i ™ Society GiftShopistheplace
k aﬁ-\ /5 - e to go to find gifts for your
VT ’} summer guests that are specificto
\i and %

£ Lo <, Wesiport

The shop also offers many
usual items such asantique repro-
ductions of iron penny banks,
Milton Bond prints, and an assort-
ment of decorative summer-
themed ““‘book clocks™ for children.

SUMMER HOURS

Tuesday-Friday*10amto4 pm
Saturday « 12 Noonto 3 pm
Sunday & Monday « CLOSED
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